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withdrew from Afghanistan, though Beaconsfield protested
against a 'policy of scuttle' in his last speech. He died in iSSi.1 .

South Africa. As for South Africa, Gladstone had more or
less promised the Boers the restoration of independence in the
Transvaal, but for various reasons his government delayed to
give it. The Boers grew impatient and found a new and resolute
leader in Paul Kruger, of whom much would be heard in the next
twenty years. They proceeded to attack the very small British
force in Natal and defeated a detachment of less than 400 men at
Majuba Hill (1881) at the very moment when negotiations for the
independence of lie Transvaal were being opened. Had there
been a telegraph to South Africa Majuba would never have
occurred. What was to be done now? A demand arose that
Majuba should be 'avenged'. The government held that what
was right before Majuba was right after it. Transvaal inde-
pendence was restored, subject to British 'suzerainty', which
meant that the Transvaal was not entitled to enter in relations
with foreign countries. At that date the goldfield had not been
discovered3 and the country was regarded as extremely un-
important.

Egypt. The Egyptian problem proved much more difficult,
and what happened was the very reverse of 'extrication9. In 1881
there was an Egyptian rebellion against the Dual Control, led by
Arabi Pasha, a colonel of the Egyptian army. Gladstone wanted
joint action of all the European powers, but Bismarck much
preferred that Britain and France should estew in their own
juice*. He foresaw that their partnership in Egypt would break
up3 with ill-feeling on both sides, and that was Just what he
wanted. In January 1882 France was all for strong action, and
persuaded the British government to co-operate in a 'Joint Note'
to the Khedive, declaring that the Dual Control would be main-
tained, if necessary by force, and British and French naval
squadrons arrived off Alexandria. Three weeks later the French
had changed their government and their mind. The French
fleet withdrew. The British bombarded Alexandria, and an

1 Disraeli amused himself during the last year of his life by writing
another novelj Endymion. The publisher paid for it the largest sum ever
paid up to that date for a novel. His first novel, Vivian Grey, had been
published fifty-five years before (1826, when he was twenty-one).